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COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING-TUESDAY, MARCH 12, 2024 –10:00 A.M.  
 
AGENDA:                              OPEN WITH PRAYER  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  

 
APPOINTMENTS/REAPPOINTMENTS:      Mercer County Assessor’s Office  
           Employment & Oath of Office  
           Lisa Collins, Real Estate Clerk  
 
CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS/RESOLUTIONS :     Resolution Honoring the Life of  

    Coach Nick Colobro 
    Bill Archer, President  

 
    Region One Planning & Development 
    McComas Water Project- Resolutions  
    Fair Housing & CDBG Grant Application  

 Jacob Bryant, Project Manager  
 

Mercer County Leash Law Ordinance 
          First Reading  
          Greg Puckett, Commissioner  

 
   Region One Planning & Development 

      Mercer County 2024 Projects List  
   Jason Roberts, Executive Director  

      
   Mercer County Clerk-Budget Revisions  

           Coal Severance Revision #3  
          General County  Revision #3 
          Verlin Moye, County Clerk  
 

   Mercer County Clerk’s Office 
   Approval of 2024 Poll Worker List  
   Verlin Moye, County Clerk  

 
   Mercer County Animal Shelter  

          Mountain View Humane 
          Contract for Spay/Neuter Services 
           Stacey Harman, MCAS Director  
 

   Mercer County Emergency Management 
   County Emergency Operations Plan  
   Keith Gunnoe, OEM Director  

 
   WV Department of Environmental     
    Protection-Demolition Grant Contract 
    Lori Mills, Dilapidated Structures Officer 

 
    WV Department of Agriculture 
    Spay Neuter Grant Contract  

       Vicky Reed, County Administrator  
 

American Rescue Plan-Presentations 
Bluefield Sanitary Board MC-24-4 
Replace Failing Sewer Pump Station      
Bluefield Arts & Revitalization MC-24-5 
Reuse Travelers Hotel Building  
WV Community Services for Women 
At Risk Teen Girls Program MC-24-6 
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Mercer County 4-H Leaders Association  
Purchase New Van   MC-24-7 

 
American Rescue Plan-Vote 
Mercer County Public Service District 
Nemours Water Project MC-24-1                 
Mercer County Sheriff’s Department     
Purchase Mercer Prof. Bldg. MC-24-2 
Matoaka Volunteer Fire Department      
Purchase Two Used Fire Trucks MC-24-3  

              
FUNDING REQUESTS:    Mercer County Dilapidated Structures  

Reclaim Invoice  
Lori Mills, Dilapidated Structures Officer  

 
United Way of Southern West Virginia 
2-1-1 Information Hotline  
Equal Footing Shoe Fund  
Trena Dacal, Project Sponsor   

 
Mercer County 4-H Leaders Association 
FULL Steam Ahead/Various 4-H Camps  
Sarah Brown, Project Sponsor  

 
Americorps Seniors  
Senior Companion Volunteer Program  
Becky Edwards, Program Director  

 
DISCUSSION:     Mercer County Dilapidated Structures  
       Ordinance – Suggested Changes 
       Lori Mills, Dilapidated Structures Officer 
 

Americans for the Arts Data 
Greg Puckett, Commissioner  

 
Solar Holler 
Greg Puckett, Commissioner  

 
Glenwood Park/Gardner Center   
Disc Golf Guidelines 
Vandalism at Glenwood Park  

    Bill Archer, President  
  

    Mercer County Spay Neuter Clinic  
 Gene Buckner, Commissioner  

 
Brush Creek Sites 14 & 15  
Rehabilitation Project 
Gene Buckner, Commissioner  

 
Glenwood Park Updates 
Projects for 2024  
Greg Puckett, Commissioner    

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:        

 
COMMISSION TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING: 
1. Invoices  
2. Settlements 
3. Exonerations 
4. List of Approved Estates for February 2024        
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WEST VIRGINIA: 

 At a Regular Session of the County Commission, held for the County of Mercer, at the 

Courthouse thereof, on Tuesday, March 12, 2024. 

            Present:   Bill Archer    President 

Present:    Greg Puckett,   Commissioner 

Present:   Gene Buckner,  Commissioner 

 
 
 

RE: OATH – MERCER COUNTY ASSESSOR’S OFFICE 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Gene Buckner, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Employment and Oath of 

Office for Lisa Collins to serve as full-time Real Estate Clerk for the Mercer County Assessor’s 

Office. 
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RE: RESOLUTION – HONORING THE LIFE OF COACH NICK COLOBRO 

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Gene Buckner, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Resolution Honoring the Life 

of Nick Colobro. 
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RE: RESOLUTION – REGION ONE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Gene Buckner, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Resolution for HUD 

Community Development Block Grant to take steps to affirmatively further fair housing. 
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RE: RESOLUTION – REGION ONE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Gene Buckner, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Resolution to submit an 

application to the State of West Virginia HUD Community Development Block Grant to request 

funding for a McComas Waterline Extension Project. 
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 RE: MERCER COUNTY LEASH LAW – FIRST READING – GREG PUCKETT 
 
 This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, Greg read the first reading of the 

proposed Mercer County Leash Law Ordinance. There was no seconding the motion. Motion 

failed. 
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744 
 
 

RE: REGION ONE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT – 2024 PROJECTS LIST 

 This day on motion of Gene Buckner, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the 2024 Project List submitted 

by Region One Planning & Development. 
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748 
 
 
 RE: BUDGET REVISIONS – MERCER COUNTY CLERK – VERLIN T. MOYE 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Gene Buckner,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve a FY 2024 Budget Revision #3 – 

Coal Severance, from Verlin T. Moye, County Clerk. 

 

RE: BUDGET REVISIONS – MERCER COUNTY CLERK – VERLIN T. MOYE 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Gene Buckner,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve a FY 2024 Budget Revision #3 – 

General County, from Verlin T. Moye, County Clerk. 

 

 RE: POLL WORKER LIST – MERCER COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE 

 This day on motion of Gene Buckner, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Poll Worker list submitted by 

Mercer County Clerk, Verlin T. Moye for the Primary 2024 Election. 

 

 RE: MERCER COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER – MOUNTAIN VIEW HUMANE 

 This day on motion of Gene Buckner, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve a contract between Mercer 

County Animal Shelter and Mountain View Humane for discounted Spay/Neuter Services.  

• Male Cats $75.00 
• Female Cats $85.00 
• Feral Cats $45.00 
• Male Dog $90.00 
• Female Dog $100.00 
• Dogs over 90 pounds additional $15.00 fee 

 
 
 

RE: MERCER COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT – COUNTY 

EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Gene Buckner, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Mercer County Emergency 

Operations Plan submitted by Keith Gunnoe, OEM Director. (copy of plan in file) 
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RE: DEMOLITION GRANT CONTRACT - WV DEPARTMENT OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

This day on motion of Gene Buckner, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve a demolition grant contract 

submitted by Lori Mills, Dilapidated Structures Officer, in the amount of $750,000. New 

applications will be accepted starting April 15, 2024. 

 

RE: SPAY NEUTER GRANT CONTRACT – WV DEPARTMENT OF 

AGRICULTURE 

This day on motion of Gene Buckner, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve a Spay Neuter Grant Contract 

submitted by Vicky Reed, County Administrator, in the amount of $25,000 (no match). Grant 

will cover services for 120 dogs and 120 cats. 

 

 AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN – PRESENTATIONS 

 BLUEFIELD SANITARY BOARD – MC 24-4 

 Bluefield Sanitary Board submitted application MC-24-4 requesting $50,000 to replace 

failing sewer pump station and provide sewer services to community in Brushfork. 

 

 BLUEFIELD ARTS & REVITALIZATION – MC-24-5 

 Bluefield Arts & Revitalization submitted application MC-24-5 requesting $50,000 to 

upgrade the Travelers Hotel Building. Project will include (10) one bedroom and studio 

apartments on the upper floors and commercial space on the first floor. 

  

 WV COMMUNITY SERVICES FOR WOMEN – MC 24-6 

 WV Community Services for Women submitted application MC-24-6 requesting $25,000 

to help at risk/homeless teen girls in high school.  
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MERCER COUNTY 4-H LEADERS ASSOCIATION – MC-24-7 

 Mercer County 4-H Leaders Association submitted application MC-24-7 requesting 

$55,000 to replace their existing 2003 15-passenger van. Mercer County 4-H Leaders 

Association wants to offer current van to the County Commission. 

 

 AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN – VOTE 

RE: AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN - MERCER COUNTY PUBLIC SERVICE 

DISTRICT – MC-24-1 

 This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Gene Buckner, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the request of $500,000 to the 

Mercer County Public Service District. This is application MC-24-1 from Mike Kennett and 

funds will be used for the construction phase of the Nemours Water Project. 

 

 RE: AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN – MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPT. 

This day on motion of Gene Buckner, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the request of $1,750,000 to the 

Mercer County Sheriff’s Department. This is application MC-24-2 from Steve Sommers and the 

funds will be used for the purchase of Mercer County Professional Building located at 1429 East 

Main Street. 

 

 RE: AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN – MATOAKA VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. 

 This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Gene Buckner,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the request of $30,000 to the  

Matoaka Volunteer Fire Department. This is application MC-24-3 from Steve Sommers and the  

funds will be used for the purchase of two used fire trucks (1995 Spartan Ferrara & 1998  

Spartan) and equipment. 
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RE: FUNDING REQUEST – MERCER COUNTY DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES - 

  RECLAIM INVOICE – LORI MILLS 

This day on motion of Gene Buckner, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the invoice from Reclaim 

Company, LLC for demolition projects. Reimbursable funding in the amount of $23,000 will be 

taken from Coal Severance. Reimbursing funds will come from Department of Environmental 

Protection. 

 

 RE: FUNDING REQUEST – UNITED WAY OF SOUTHERN WEST VIRGINIA 

 This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Gene Buckner,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the funding request from United 

Way of Southern West Virginia, Trena Dacal, Project Sponsor. Funding in the amount of $5000 

will be taken form Video/Lottery. Funding in the amount of $3500 will be used to support the 

211 Information Hotline and $1,500 will be used to support the Equal Footing Shoe Fund. 

 

 RE: FUNDING REQUEST – MERCER COUNTY 4-H LEADERS ASSOCIATION 

This day on motion of Gene Buckner, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the funding request from Mercer 

County 4-H Leaders Association, Sarah Brown, Project Sponsor. Funding in the amount of 

$1500 will be taken from Hotel/Motel. Funding will be used for Full Steam Ahead and various 

4-H camps. 

 

 RE: FUNDING REQUEST – AMERICORPS SENIORS 

 This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Gene Buckner,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the funding request from 

Americorps Seniors, Becky Edwards, Program Director. Funding in the amount of $1,000 will be 

taken from Video/Lottery. Funding will be used for the Senior Companion Volunteer Program. 
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 DISCUSSION  

• Mercer County Dilapidated Structures Ordinance – Looking to possibly add 2 at 
large members 

• Americans for the Arts Data – Tabled 
• Solar Holler – Thomas Ramey – WV Based company – Vicky to provide copy of 

electric bill to get a quote to save on electricity bill 
• Glenwood Park/Gardner Center – Disc golf guidelines – signage for rules and 

regulations – Vandalism at Glenwood Park – Bent discs 
• Mercer County Spay & Neuter Clinic – Contractor will be starting next week and 

will take 10-14 days – One Veterinarian will work 2-3 days a week until 
established, must hire a director and technicians, hopefully will have clinic open 
by mid-April 

• Brush Creek Sites 14 (Glenwood Lake) and 15 (Dan Hale) Rehabilitation Project 
– Glenwood Lake - Projected start date April 2025 – discussing fishing 
tournaments to help reduce aquatic life 

• Glenwood Park Updates – When park opens then fishing fees will be suspended 
to help reduce aquatic life  

 
 

RE: GLENWOOD LAKE – FEES 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Gene Buckner, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to suspend fishing fees for the 2024 season 

to help reduce aquatic life before lake is drained in 2025. 

 

 PUBLIC COMMENTS 

• Bill Archer - Monday, February 18th at 11:00 am they will be re-dedicating the 

Gardener Center to the late John F Kennedy. It was the only building to be 

dedicated to him in the United States during his lifetime in 1962 

• Greg Puckett – Keep Mercer Clean Campaign – March 20 to April 30 

• Shawn Donavan – Introduced himself – working with Region One - Economic 

Recovery Plan 

• Grant Bennett – inquired if ARP funds were still available 

• Spay & Neuter Clinic – No pricing available yet 

 

 

RE: INVOICES, SETTLEMENTS, EXONERATIONS & APPROVED ESTATES 

This day on motion of Gene Buckner, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the following Invoices, 

Settlement and Exonerations.  
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PETITION FOR CANCELLATION OF ERRONEOUS CHARGES 

 
Tax Year 2020 
Princeton 
 
TICKET #  NAME    REASON         AMOUNT 
1000000497  Jeromy Varney  Error made on supplement ticket  $   38.30 

 

Tax Year 2022 
Beaver Pond 
 
TICKET #  NAME    REASON         AMOUNT 
302514  Quinton Lowe   Did not own MH 7/1/2021     $ 30.26 

200002417  Michael G Treolo  Error on supplement ticket     $ 257.04 

 

Tax Year 2022 
Bluefield 
 
TICKET #  NAME    REASON         AMOUNT 
300001571  Samuel J Jackson  Error on supplement ticket    $ 265.90 

 

Tax Year 2022 
East River 
 
TICKET #  NAME    REASON         AMOUNT 
500003028  Harry Crockett  Error on supplement ticket     $ 39.58 

500002965  Ryan J Meadows  Error on supplement ticket     $ 631.92 

 

Tax Year 2023 
Beaver Pond 
 
TICKET #  NAME    REASON         AMOUNT 
302465  Quinton Lowe   Did not own MH 7/1/22     $ 31.72 

 

Tax Year 2023 
East River 
 
TICKET #  NAME    REASON         AMOUNT 
500000546  Judy Spangler   Error on supplement ticket     $ 2.72 

 

Tax Year 2023 
Princeton 
 
TICKET #  NAME    REASON         AMOUNT 
1100000219  Geoffrey Hatfield  Error on supplement ticket     $ 455.30 
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Tax Year 2018 - 2023 
Plymouth 
 
TICKET #  NAME    REASON         AMOUNT 
811363  Mitzi D Farmer  Double assessed on MH     $51.08 

911332  Mitzi D Farmer  Double assessed on MH     $52.86 

311140  Mitzi D Farmer  Double assessed on MH     $54.36 

310974  Mitzi D Farmer  Double assessed on MH     $54.36 

310724  Mitzi D Farmer  Double assessed on MH     $57.22 

 

This day the following accounts were presented against the County of Mercer, and the 

Commission having examined each and all of them, doth allow payment from the different 

accounts, check numbers listed below: 

FEBRUARY 2024 
GENERAL COUNTY   - Check #78442 – 78585  Voided 78568, 78569  

COAL SEVERANCE    - Check #4391 - 4398 

JUSTICE FINES    - Check #5380 - 5381 

EMERGENCY 911    - Check #4293 - 4294 

HOME CONFINEMENT   - Check #2659 - 2662 

HOTEL MOTEL    - Check #4702 - 4721  

COURTHOUSE EQUIPMENT  - Check #898 - 900 

COURTHOUSE ANNEX   - Check #1972 - 1981 

VIDEO LOTTERY    - Check #1660 - 1061 

MCDRC FEES    - Check #6042 – 6064        Voided 6051, 6053, 6054 

ASSESSOR REAPPRAISAL   - Check #6886 - 6894 

FINANCIAL STABILIZATION  - Check #1060 - 1061 

DEPUTY SHERIFF RETIREMENT  - Check #326 

COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION  -Check #1000 – 1008 

EMS SALARY ENHANCEMENT  -Check #1000 - 1001 

 

It is ordered that this Commission be and is hereby adjourned until March 26, 2024.  

            

    _____________________________________President  

     Bill Archer 
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WEST VIRGINIA: 

 At a Special Session of the County Commission, held for the County of Mercer, at the 

Courthouse thereof, on Tuesday, March 19, 2024. 

            Present:   Bill Archer    President 

Present:    Greg Puckett,   Commissioner 

Present:   Gene Buckner,  Commissioner 

 

 

RE:  FY 2025 WV COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS GRANT APPLICATION – 

MICHELLE STEWART – EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Gene Buckner, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the FY 2025 WV Community 

Corrections Grant Application submitted by Michelle Stewart, Executive Director, in the amount 

of $404,264 ($174,892 match).    
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RE: DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES – EMPIRE SALVAGE & RECYCLING, 

RECLAIM & VIRGINIAN ASPHALT 

This day on motion of Gene Buckner, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the invoices for demolition from 

Empire Salvage & Recycling, Reclaim and Virginian Asphalt. Reimbursable funding in the 

amount of $239,500.01 will be taken from Coal Severance. Reimbursed funds will come from 

Department of Environmental Protection Agency. 

Reclaim             $ 43,000.01 
Empire              $172,000.00 
Virginian Asphalt   $ 24,500.00 
 

 

 

It is ordered that this Commission be and is hereby adjourned until March 26, 2024.  

            

    _____________________________________President  

     Bill Archer 
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COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING-TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 2024 –3:30 P.M.  
 
AGENDA:                               OPEN WITH PRAYER   

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  

 
CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS/RESOLUTIONS: Mercer County Clerk’s Office  

Approval of FY 2024/2025 Budget 
Verlin Moye, County Clerk  

   
FUNDING REQUESTS:    Glenwood Recreation Park  
       S&R Refrigeration 
       Proposal to Replace Water Heater  
       4-H Camp Boys Bunkhouse  
       Travis Odle, 
 

Mercer County Fair  
2024 Music Venue 
Steve Johnston, President  

 
DISCUSSION:       Annual Contributions   
       Cities of Bluefield & Princeton  
       Gene Buckner, Commissioner  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:     Notice of Public Meeting-Gardner Center   
       Brush Creek Site 12  
       Bill Archer, President  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:          
 

 
 
 
 

MERCER COUNTY DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES  
FORMAL HEARINGS  

 
Name   Address   Type of Structure Map/Parcel    
 
Bonnie McCarty  1481 Old Athens Rd  Mobile Home   Map 17, Parcel 24.21 
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WEST VIRGINIA: 

 At a Regular Session of the County Commission, held for the County of Mercer, at the 

Courthouse thereof, on Tuesday, March 26, 2024. 

            Present:   Bill Archer    President 

Present:    Greg Puckett,   Commissioner 

Present:   Gene Buckner,  Commissioner 

 

 

RE: MERCER COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE – FY 2024/2025 BUDGET 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Gene Buckner, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the FY 2024/2025 Budget for the 

Mercer County Clerk’s Office.  

County Commission was out of balance $108,008. County Commission will use that 

money to hire full time employee at the Gardener Center and the remaining will go towards 

Regional Jail account. 

 

RE: FUNDING REQUEST - GLENWOOD RECREATION PARK – S&R 

REFRIGERATION 

This matter has been tabled. 

 

RE: FUNDING REQUEST - MERCER COUNTY FAIR – 2024 MUSIC VENUE 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Gene Buckner, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the funding request from the 

Mercer County Fair, Steve Johnston, President. Funding in the amount of $10,000 will be will be 

taken from Hotel/Motel and will be used to pay for the musical entertainment. 

 

 DISCUSSION 

 Annual contributions – Cities of Bluefield and Princeton – Commission has received no 

correspondence from the cities so this matter has been tabled until April 2024 meeting.  
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Public meeting at the Gardener Center – March 26, 2024 6:00 P.M. – Second of three 

meetings to discuss Brush Creek Site 12 Dam – Meet with Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) 

 

 PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Danny Lusk – Inquired whether the Commission can help intervene with trash cleanup on 

property near his. Commission and Litter Control has no jurisdiction. 

Greg Puckett, Commissioner, suggested a Property Maintenance Plan. 

 

 

 

RE: MERCER COUNTY DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES – BONNIE MCCARTY 

 This day on motion of Gene Buckner, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve a 30-day continuance for the 

mobile home owned by Bonnie McCarty located at 1481 Old Athens Road, Map 17, Parcel 

24.21. 

 

 DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES 

• New applications can be submitted starting 04/15/2024 for the dilapidated structures. 

 

 

 

 

It is ordered that this Commission be and is hereby adjourned until April 9, 2024.   

            

   _____________________________________President  

     Bill Archer 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 


