AGENDA:
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MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING-TUESDAY, MARCH 11, 2025 -10:00 A.M.

OPEN WITH PRAYER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS/RESOLUTIONS: Resolution-American Red Cross Month

ESTATES:

FUNDING REQUESTS:

DISCUSSION:

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

COMMISSION TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING:
1.

2
3.
4

Invoices

Settlements

Exonerations

List of Approved Estates for February 2025

March 2025
Jeff Hornyak, Chief Development Officer

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Svc
Brush Creek Sites 14 & 15

Operation & Maintenance Agreements

Bill Archer, President

Mercer County Assessor’s Office
Purchase vs. Lease New Copy Machine
Todd Kendall, Chief Deputy

Negatha Gayle Rielly

Project Graduation

Bluefield High School
Montcalm High School
Pikeview High School
Princeton Senior High School
Summit Christian Academy

American Red Cross
Central Appalachian Region
Jeff Hornyak, Chief Development Officer

Mountaineer Food Bank
Extra Mile-Mercer
Becky Conrad, Project Sponsor

Mercer County Sheriff’s Department
Request for Opioid Funding for Renovations
Alan Christian, Sheriff

Scanmark LTD
Mark Starcher, President

Camp Creek Baptist Church
Bill Archer, President

Brush Creek Sites 14 & 15
Rehabilitation Projects
Bill Archer, President

Property Matter-Former AEP Building
Greg Puckett, Commissioner
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RE: WEST VIRGINIA:
At a Regular Session of the County Commission, held for the County of Mercer, at the

Courthouse thereof, on Tuesday, March 11, 2025.

Present: Bill Archer President
Present: Greg Puckett Commissioner

Present: Brian Blankenship Commissioner
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RE: RESOLUTION — AMERICAN RED CROSS
This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship,

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Resolution making March

2025 American Red Cross Month.

Mercer County Commission

1501 West Main, Suite 210
Princeton, West Virginia 24740

BILLARCHER
1322 Woodrow Avenue
BLUEFIELD, WV 24701
Phone: (304) 487-8306
Fax: (304) 487-8370
Email:
mercercocommissioni@ firontiernet.net

BRIAN BLANKENSHIP
882 Qakland Drive
PRINCETON, WV 24739

VICKY REED
County Administrator

GREG PUCKETT
134 Pine Acres Way
PRINCETON, WV 24739

PROCLAMATION
AMERICAN RED CROSS MONTH
MARCH 2025

This March, we celebrate American Red Cross Month by recognizing the compassionate acts of people in
Mercer County, West Virginia and by renewing our commitment to lend a helping hand to our neighbors in
need, Since Clara Barton founded the American Red Cross more than 140 years ago, generation after
generation has stepped up to deliver relief and care across our country and around the world, bringing out
the best of humanity in times of crisis. Advancing this noble mission, the volunteers, blood donors and
supporters who now give back through the American Red Cross of Central and Southern West Virginia
remain unwavering in their commitment to prevent and alleviate human suffering in the face of today's
emergencies,

During 2024 in Mercer County, the American Red Cross assisted over 60 families impacted by disaster,
collected more than 1,800 units of blood at over 80 blood drives, provided lifesaving training to over 1,200
people and supported nearly 40 military members, veterans and their families with the help from a dozen
local volunteers. The Red Cross also partnered with the Salvation Army and Mercer County Emergency
Management to provide nearly 1,600 meals and snacks when Hurricane Helene caused major power
outages in Mercer County.

Their voluntary and generous contributions shine a beacon of hope in people's darkest hours — whether
it's delivering shelter, food and comfort during disasters; providing critical blood donations for hospital
patients; supporting service members, veterans and their families; saving lives with first aid, CPR, AED and
other skills; or delivering international aid and reconnecting loved ones separated by global crises.

This work to uplift our community is truly made possible by those who selflessly answer the call to help,
whenever and wherever it's needed. We hereby recognize this month of March in honor of their remarkable
service, and we ask everyone to join in their commitment to care for one another,

NOW, THEREFORE, WE, THE MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION do hereby proclaim March
2025 as Red Cross Month in Mercer County, We encourage all citizens of Mercer County, West Virginia
to reach out and support its humanitarian mission.

DATED THIS 11™ DAY OF MARCH, 2025. .
f /;u [ | { / j
MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION: FOML (AAA ~
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RE: AGREEMENT - USDA NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SVC
This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the USDA Natural Resources

Conservation Svc Operation and Maintenance Agreements for Brush Creek Sites 14 and 15.

RE: CONTRACT — MERCER COUNTY ASSESSOR’S OFFICE
This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve a 5-Year lease agreement for a

new copy machine from CWS Office Solutions for the Mercer County Assessor’s Office at a

cost of $226 month or $2,712/Year.
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RE: ESTATE — NAGATHA GAYLE RIELLY
This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to allow Ryan Dunn to serve as

Administrator D.B.N. in place of Robert Fredrick Rielly.

WEST VIRGINIA:
At an adjourned session of the County Commission continued and held for the County of

Mercer, at the Courthouse thereof, on March 11, 2025.

Present: Bill Archer, President.
Present: Greg Puckett, Commissioner.
Present: Brian Blankenship, Commissioner.

BEFORE THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF MERCER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
IN RE: NEGATHA GAYLE RIELLY, DECEASED.

O-R-D-E-R

On the 11™ day of March, 2025, before the Mercer County Commission, came the matter
of the Estate of Negatha Gayle Rielly, deceased, upon motion of Ryan Dunn, son of Negatha Gayle
Rielly, requesting that he be allowed to serve as Administrator D.B.N., with current bond in the
amount of $25,000.00, in the place and stead of Robert Fredrick Rielly, Administrator, who is now
unable to finalize said estate.

After discussion and review of this matter by the Commission, upon proper motion and
second, and it appearing proper to do so, the Commission ORDERS that Ryan Dunn shall qualify
as Administrator D.B.N., with bond in the amount of $25,000.00 to remain until the closure of said
estate.

All of which was accordingly ADJUDGED and ORDERED. The Clerk of this
Commission is DIRECTED to take whatever actions he deems necessary to effectuate this Order.

Dated this the 11" day of March, 2025.

ENTER:

‘BILL ARCHER, PRESIDENT
MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION

ATTEST:

VERLIN T. MOYE, CLERK
MERCER COUNTY CLERK
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PROJECT GRADUATION
RE: FUNDING REQUEST — BLUEFIELD HIGH SCHOOL
This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the funding request from
Bluefield High School. Funding in the amount of $500 will be taken from Video/Lottery and

used for Project Graduation.

RE: FUNDING REQUEST - MONTCALM HIGH SCHOOL

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the funding request from
Montcalm High School. Funding in the amount of $500 will be taken from Video/Lottery and

used for Project Graduation.

RE: FUNDING REQUEST — PIKEVIEW HIGH SCHOOL

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the funding request from
Pikeview High School. Funding in the amount of $500 will be taken from Video/Lottery and

used for Project Graduation.

RE: FUNDING REQUEST — PRINCETON SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the funding request from
Princeton Senior High School. Funding in the amount of $500 will be taken from Video/Lottery

and used for Project Graduation.

RE: FUNDING REQUEST — SUMMIT CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the funding request from Summit
Christian Academy. Funding in the amount of $500 will be taken from Video/Lottery and used

for Project Graduation.
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RE: FUNDING REQUEST — AMERICAN RED CROSS — CENTRAL
APPALACHIAN REGION
This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the funding request from the
American Red Cross, Central Appalachian Region, Jeff Hornyak, Chief Development Officer.
Funding in the amount of $1,000 will be taken from Video/Lottery and used to help people

displaced by fire/flood.

RE: FUNDING REQUEST — MOUNTAINEER FOOD BANK — EXTRA MILE —
MERCER
This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the funding request from the
Mountaineer Food Bank, Extra Mile — Mercer, Becky Conrad, Project Sponsor. Funding in the
amount of $1,000 will be taken from Video/Lottery and used to provide food boxes to the homes

of people in need.

RE: FUNDING REQUEST — MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the funding request from the
Mercer County Sheriff’s Department, Alan Christian, Sheriff. Funding in the amount of
$100,000 will be taken from the Opioid Fund and used for renovations of the Sheriff’s

Department in the old bank building.

DISCUSSION:

e Camp Creek Baptist Church — Purchased by Mercer County Commission for hiking trail

e Brush Creek Sites 14 & 15

e Property Mater — Former AEP Building — Recovery Point offered to help clear out
building. Possible renovations for extra office space.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

e FEMA is back and now available if anyone needs help from the flooding
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RE: INVOICES, SETTLEMENTS, EXONERATIONS & APPROVED ESTATES
This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the following Invoices,

Settlement and Exonerations.

Yvonne Fowler — Ticket #307735 — #307610 — Personal Property 2020 & 2021 — 05 East River
— Taxpayer was double assessed and paid twice on a 2016 mobile home assessed for $18,000
class 2 on both years. Exoneration recommended to correct.

Amount of Exoneration - $402.00

James & Peggy Robinette — Ticket #28353 — Map 21 Parcel 7 - Real Estate 2024 — 06 Jumping

Branch — 33.3 Ac Camp & Laurel Creek — Property assessed for $35,100 class 3 — should be

assessed for $35,100 class 2. Exoneration recommended to correct.

Amount of Exoneration - $388.36

Amanda Shrewsbury — Ticket #900000895 — Personal Property 2023 — 09 Plymouth —

Taxpayer paid on a 2013 Buick assessed for $5,085 class 3. Wrong Amanda. Exoneration

recommended to correct.

Amount of Exoneration - $134.69

PETITION FOR CANCELLATION OF ERONEOUS CHARGES

Tax Year 2022

District 02 Beaver Pond

Ticket # Name of Taxpayer Reason Amount
300541 Wayne Bishop Double assessed on MH $ 158.28
Tax Year 2023

District 02 Beaver Pond

Ticket # Name of Taxpayer Reason Amount
300540 Wayne Bishop Double assessed on MH $ 166.18
Tax Year 2024

District 02 Beaver Pond

Ticket # Name of Taxpayer Reason Amount
200000397  Vickie Perry Error on supplement $ 108.60
300557 Wayne Bishop Double assessed on MH $ 165.86
200000011  Laura Goforth Double assessed on MH $ 578.74



Tax Year 2024
District 05 East River

Ticket # Name of Taxpayer
500000433  David W. Panashy

Tax Year 2024
District 10 Princeton

Ticket # Name of Taxpayer
1000000137 Jerielyn Fowler

Tax Year 2023
District 11 Rock

Ticket # Name of Taxpayer
1100001325 Brian Akers

Reason
Error on supplement

Reason
Error on supplement

Reason
Error on supplement

Amount
$ 957.96

Amount
$ 285.22

Amount
$ 917.86

This day the following accounts were presented against the County of Mercer, and the

Commission having examined each and all of them, doth allow payment from the different

accounts, check numbers listed below:

CHECKS - FEBRUARY 2025
GENERAL COUNTY

COAL SEVERANCE
MAGISTRATE COURT
HOME CONFINEMENT
HOTEL MOTEL
COURTHOUSE EQUIPMENT
COURTHOUSE ANNEX
VIDEO LOTTERY

HOTEL MOTEL RESERVE
COAL REALLOCATION
MCDRC FEES

ASSESSOR REAPPRAISAL
FINANCIAL STABILIZATION
LACTF

DEPUTY SHERIFF RETIREMENT

-Check #80615 - 80728

-Check #4566 - 4573
-Check #5392
-Check #2704 - 2707
-Check #4925 - 4936
-Check #956-959
-Check #2064 — 2074
-Check #1684 - 1685
-Check #1017
-Check #1078 — 1079
-Check #6282 - 6301
-Check #7080 — 7093
-Check #1076
-Check #1004 - 1006
-Check #340

Voided #80723

Voided #1079

It is ordered that this Commission be and is hereby adjourned until March 25, 2025.

President

Bill Archer
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MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING-TUESDAY, MARCH 25, 2025 -3:30 P.M.

AGENDA: OPEN WITH PRAYER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

EMPLOYMENT/OATH OF OFFICE: Mercer County Clerk’s Office
Employment & Oath of Office
Tammy Shrader, Deputy Clerk

Public Defender Corporation
9t Judicial Circuit
Appointment & Oath of Office
Ansel Ponder & Amy Weiss

CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS/RESOLUTIONS: Mercer County FY 26 Budget
Verlin Moye, County Clerk

Mercer County Resolution
Investment of Opioid Settlement Funds
Greg Puckett, Commissioner WV

Department of Agriculture
Spay Neuter Grant Contract
Vicky Reed, County Administrator

Thompson & Litton Engineering
Agreement to Provide Services
Courthouse Doors & Basement Floor
Matt Allen, Consultant

Frontier Communications-Svc. Agreement
New Phone & Internet Service

Sheriff’s Department-Old Bank Building
Michael Travis, Sales Representative

DISCUSSION: Brush Creek Sites 14 & 15
Rehabilitation Projects
Bill Archer, President

Glenwood Recreation Park Updates
Greg Puckett, Commissioner

WV American Water Company
Proposal for Services

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

FORMAL HEARINGS DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES
Lori Mills, Dilapidated Structures Officer

335 Coopers Leonard Bell house Map 54 Parcel 175
675 Goodwill Hollow Rd John Connie Horton trailer Map 50 Parcel 188
945 Goodwill Hollow Rd Barry Horton trailer Map 50 Parcel 12.1

860 Arista Mt Rd Jerry Cook Sarah Graham  trailer Map 29H P
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WEST VIRGINIA:
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At a Regular Session of the County Commission, held for the County of Mercer, at the

Courthouse thereof, on Tuesday, March 25, 2025.

Present: Bill Archer President
Present: Greg Puckett Commissioner
Present: Brian Blankenship Commissioner

RE: EMPLOYMENT & OATH OF OFFICE - TAMMY SHRADER

This matter has been tabled.

RE: APPOINTMENT & OATH OF OFFICE — ANSEL PONDER

This matter has been tabled.

RE: APPOINTMENT & OATH OF OFFICE — AMY WEISS

This matter has been tabled.

RE: MERCER COUNTY FY 2026 BUDGET

This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the FY 26 Budget submitted by

Verlin T. Moye, County Clerk.
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RE: RESOLUTION — MERCER COUNTY — INVESTMENT OF OPIOID
SETTLEMENT FUNDS
This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Mercer County Resolution

for the Investment of Opioid Settlement Funds.

Mercer County Resolution: Investment of Opioid Settlement Funds

WHEREAS, the state of West Virginia has endured significant harm due to the avarice and
wrongdoing of the pharmaceutical industry, resulting in one of the highest overdose death rates
in the country; and

WHEREAS, placing too much of the burden on law enforcement and the criminal legal system to
solve the opioid epidemic has not had a demonstrable impact on the problem; and

WHEREAS, the opportunity to invest over $1 billion from opioid settlements presents a unigue
chance to chart a new course for West Virginia, focusing on evidence-based strategies that
priaritize saving lives, healing communities, and addressing racial disparities;

WHEREAS, the Mercer County Commission has been awarded opioid settlement funds to be
utilized for the betterment of the community and the mitigation of opioid-related issues; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mercer County Commission that:

e A task force shall be established, known as the Mercer County, WV Opioid Settlement
Task Force, to review, oversee, and recommend the allocation and dispensation of the
opioid settlement funds.

¢ The Mercer County, WV Opioid Settlement Task Force shall consist of five members, with
at least two of the members representing individuals with direct lived experience or
experience and understanding of the opioid crisis.

e The main responsibility of the Task Force will be to make annual and as-needed
recommendations for utilizing opioid settlement funds to the Commission.

e The Task Force's decisions will be based on the best available research regarding
evidence-based research for diminishing overdose fatalities, infectious disease, and
other negative outcomes of the opioid crisis, Eighty percent of the funds should be spent
on non-punitive strategies.

* The Mercer County, WV Opioid Settlement Task Force shall include representatives from
key stakeholders, including but not limited to healthcare professionals, addiction
specialists, community leaders, law enforcement, social service agencies, and individuals
with lived experience.

e The primary responsibility of the Mercer County, WV Opioid Settlement Task Force shall
be to review evidence-based research and best practices in addressing the opioid crisis,
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and to allocate the settlement funds accordingly to projects, initiatives, and efforts
within the community.

e The Mercer County, WV Opioid Settlement Task Force shall engage in a transparent and
inclusive process to solicit proposals from community organizations, nonprofits, and
other entities to receive funding for programs and projects that aim to prevent opioid
abuse, provide treatment and recovery support, support harm reduction efforts, and
address the social determinants of addiction.

e The Mercer County, WV Opioid Settlement Task Force shall regularly report to the
Mercer County Commission on the progress, outcomes, and impact of the funded
projects and initiatives.

e The Mercer County Commission shall allocate adequate resources and support to enable
the effective functioning of the Mercer County, WV Opioid Settlement Task Force,

e BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to [relevant
stakeholders or departments] to facilitate the implementation of the Mercer County, WV

Opioid Settlement Task Force and the appropriate allocation of funds.

e This resolution shall take effect immediately upon passage.
ADOPTED this 11" day of March, 2025, by:
/ |

Rl

Bill Archer Greg Puckett :
President Commissioner Commissioner

I
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RE: GRANT CONTRACT — DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE — SPAY
NEUTER
This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Department of Agriculture

Spay Neuter Grant Contract, Vicky Reed, County Administrator.

RE: AGREEMENT — THOMPSON & LITTON ENGINEERING — DOORS & FLOOR

This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the agreement to provide services
from Thompson & Litton Engineering. Services to be provided are refurbishing existing
Courthouse doors and installation of temporary doors in the amount of $7,696. Services to be
provided are preparation and installation of new epoxy floor for the Mercer County Courthouse

basement in the amount of $9,000.

RE: AGREEMENT - FRONTIER COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES — SHERIFF’S
DEPARTMENT — OLD BANK BUILDING
This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Frontier Communications
Service Agreement for new phone and internet services in the Sheriff’s Department — Old Bank
Building, Michael Travis, Sales Rep. Cost of phone will be $220 month and internet at $490 a

month for a total of $710 a month.

DISCUSSION:

e Brush Creek Sites 12, 14 & 15 — NRCS - Projects are postponed due to bids being too
high. Could be at least four years for Glenwood Lake to be drained.

e Glenwood Recreation Park — Dock has been removed — Putt-Putt has been removed.
Would like to put new mulch around playground and lighting around Pickle Ball courts.

e WYV American Water Company — Proposal for services

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

e Dolly Chartrand — When will Glenwood Park re-open? April 18" and looking to be able
to keep park open year-round.

e Alan Vest — Voiced concerns with dogs running around loose in Matoaka.

e Steve Sommers — A Dog Warden can give citations and pick up stray dogs.
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FORMAL HEARINGS DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES

RE: DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES — LEONARD BELL - 335 COOPERS
This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to issue a Standard Order of Demolition for

the house owned by Leonard Bell located at 335 Coopers, Map 54 Parcel 175.

RE: DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES - JOHN & CONNIE HORTON - 675
GOODWILL HOLLOW ROAD
This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to issue a Standard Order of Demolition for
the garage and metal remains owned by John & Connie Horton located at 675 Goodwill Hollow

Road, Map 50 Parcel 188.

RE: DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES — BARRY HORTON - 945 GOODWILL
HOLLOW ROAD
This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to issue a Standard Order of Demolition for

the trailer owned by Barry Horton located at 945 Goodwill Hollow Road, Map 50 Parcel 12.1.

RE: DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES - JERRY COOK & SARAH GRAHAM - 860
ARISTA MT RD
This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to issue a Standard Order of Demolition for
the trailer owned by Jerry Cook and Sarah Graham located at 860 Arista Mt Rd, Map 29H Parcel

2.
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RE: EXECUTIVE SESSION

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship,
Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to go into executive session. On motion of
Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, the Commission
voted unanimously to come out of executive session and go back into regular session. No votes

were taken during the executive session.

It is ordered that this Commission be and is hereby adjourned until April 8, 2025.

President

Bill Archer



