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NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING  
 
 

THE MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION WILL MEET IN 

SPECIAL SESSION ON THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2025 AT 2:00 P.M. 

IN THE COUNTY COMMISSION COURTROOM. THE 

PURPOSE OF THE MEETING IS TO DISCUSS THE 

FOLLOWING:  

1. REGIONAL JAIL BILL FOR APRIL 2025 

2. GLENWOOD LAKE DREDGING PROJECT  

    
     

    BILL ARCHER, PRESIDENT 
         MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION 
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RE: WEST VIRGINIA: 

 At a Special Session of the County Commission, held for the County of Mercer, at the 

Courthouse thereof, on Thursday, May 8, 2025. 

            Present:   Bill Archer    President 

Zoom:     Greg Puckett   Commissioner 

Present:   Brian Blankenship  Commissioner 

 

 

 RE: REGIONAL JAIL BILL – APRIL 2025 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to take $43,803 from the Lipitor funds to 

pay the remainder of the jail bill for April 2025. 

 

 RE: GLENWOOD LAKE DREDGING PROJECT 

 NRCS wants to map a strategy. Wants to start on Site 15 Dan Hale Reservoir.  

 Site 14 – Plan to dredge Glenwood Lake while water is still in it.  

 Could approach some local foundations for funding 

 Meeting with NRCS next Thursday 

 

 

 

  

It is ordered that this Commission be and is hereby adjourned until May 13, 2025.  

            

    _____________________________________President  

     Bill Archer 
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MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING-TUESDAY, MAY 13, 2025 –10:00 A.M.  
 
AGENDA:                               OPEN WITH PRAYER  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

         
APPOINTMENTS/REAPPOINTMENTS 
OATHS OF OFFICE     Mercer County Public Defender Board 
       Appointment & Oath of Office  
       Ansel Ponder, Board Member  
 

Mercer County Prosecutor’s Office  
Employment & Oath of Office  
Rupurto Dumapit, Assistant Prosecutor  

 
Mercer County Assessor’s Office  
Employment & Oath of Office  

       Teresa M. Meadows, Deputy Clerk  
 

Mercer County Litter Control Program 
Appointment of Lori Mills as Supervisor  
Greg Puckett, Commissioner  

      
Mercer County Animal Shelter  
Employment & Oath of Office  
Michelle Brooks, PT Kennel Tech 

 
Glenwood Recreation Park  
Employment & Oath of Office  
Seasonal Part-Time Employees 
Ariel Haynes, Dalton Sizemore 
Brody Sheppard, Luke Nunn 

    
CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS/RESOLUTIONS: Mercer County Development Authority 
       To consider and act upon a Proposed  
       Order approving and creating a New   
       Economic Opportunity Development  
       District in Mercer County, West Virginia  
       to be known as “The Ridges Economic  
       Opportunities Development District” and  
       providing for other matters in connection  
       therewith.  
       Carrie Cecil, Attorney at Law 
 

Resolution Recognizing Gary Johnson 
For His Efforts in Keeping Mercer Clean 
Greg Puckett, Commissioner  

 
Mercer County Public Service District  
Intergovernmental Agreement for  
McComas Water Project  
Ben Haring, Project Manager  

 
General County Budget Revision #3 
Verlin Moye, County Clerk  

 
Mercer County CVB Grant Application  
Brian Blankenship, Commissioner  

 
Increase Expense Approval Limit  
for County Administrator  

       Greg Puckett, Commissioner  
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ESTATES:      Betsy Ann Holmes  
 

Jerry Jennings  
 

Alice Faye Lusk  
 

Ronald Richard Williams   
 
FUNDING REQUESTS:    Mercer County Sheriff’s Department  
       Request to Add New Position for  

Lawyer to Administer Estates 
Alan Christian, Sheriff 

 
Friends of Pinnacle Rock, Inc.  
Annual Fishing Rodeo-June 7, 2025  

       Skip Crane, Chairman      
 

Glenwood Recreation Park  
Wallace Wiring Proposal  
Electrical Upgrades Shelter 5 & 6  

 
Lashmeet Public Service District  
Nubbins Ridge Water Project  
Mickey Hurst, Chairman  
Stacy Fowler, Project Engineer  

   
DISCUSSION:     Mercer County Opioid Task Force  
       Greg Puckett, Commissioner  
 

Mercer County War Museum 
       George Williams, New Director  
 

Glenwood Recreation Park   
       Picnic in the Park – June 22, 2025   
       Greg Puckett, Commissioner  
 

Brush Creek Sites 14 & 15  
Rehabilitation Projects 
Bill Archer, President   

 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:         
   

COMMISSION TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING: 
1. Invoices  
2. Settlements 
3. Exonerations 
4. List of Approved Estates for April 2025    
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RE: WEST VIRGINIA: 

 At a Regular Session of the County Commission, held for the County of Mercer, at the 

Courthouse thereof, on Tuesday May 13, 2025. 

            Present:   Bill Archer    President 

Present:    Greg Puckett   Commissioner 

Present:   Brian Blankenship  Commissioner 

 

 

RE:  APPOINTMENT & OATH OF OFFICE – ANSEL PONDER – MERCER  

COUNTY PUBLIC DEFENDER BOARD 

This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Appointment and Oath of 

Office of Ansel Ponder to serve as a Board Member for the Mercer County Public Defender 

Board. 

 

RE: EMPLOYMENT & OATH OF OFFICE – RUPERTO DUMAPIT – MERCER   

COUNTY PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Employment and Oath of 

Office of Ruperto Dumapit to serve as Assistant Prosecutor for the Mercer County Prosecutor’s 

Office. 

 

RE: EMPLOYMENT & OATH OF OFFICE – TERESA M. MEADOWS – MERCER 

COUNTY ASSESSOR’S OFFICE 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Employment and Oath of 

Office of Teresa M. Meadows to serve as Deputy Clerk for the Mercer County Assessor’s 

Office. 

 

 RE: APPOINTMENT - LORI MILLS – MERCER COUNTY LITTER CONTROL 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Employment and Oath of 

Office of Lori Mills to serve as Mercer County Litter Control Supervisor. No Oath needed. 
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RE: EMPLOYMENT & OATH OF OFFICE – BRODY SHEPPARD – GLENWOOD 

RECREATION PARK 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Employment and Oath of 

Office of Brody Sheppard to serve as a Part-Time Seasonal Employee for Glenwood Recreation 

Park. 

 

RE: EMPLOYMENT & OATH OF OFFICE – MICHELLE BROOKS – MERCER 

COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 

This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Employment and Oath of 

Office of Michelle Brooks to serve as Part-Time Kennel Technician for the Mercer County 

Animal Shelter. 
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RE: MERCER COUNTY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY – “THE RIDGES” 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Order to create a New 

Economic Opportunity Development District in Mercer County, West Virginia to be known as 

“The Ridges Economic Opportunities Development District” and providing for other matters in 

connection therewith. Carrie Cecil, Attorney at Law. 
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RE: INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT – MERCER COUNTY PUBLIC 

SERVICE DISTRICT – MCCOMAS WATER PROJECT 

This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Intergovernmental 

Agreement for McComas Water Project, Ben Haring, Project Manager. 
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RE: GENERAL COUNTY BUDGET REVISION #3 – MERCER COUNTY 

CLERK’S OFFICE 

This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Budget Revision #3 in the 

amount of $810,315 submitted by the Mercer County Clerk’s Office, Verlin T. Moye.  

 

 RE: MERCER COUNTY CVB GRANT APPLICATION 

 This matter has been tabled. 

 

 RE: INCREASE EXPENSE APPROVAL LIMIT - COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to increase the expense limit for the County 

Administrator up to $10,000. 
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RE: ESTATE – BETSY ANN HOLMES 

This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to accept a copy of the Last Will and 

Testament of said estate for recordation. 

  

 

WEST VIRGINIA: 

 At an adjourned session of the County Commission continued and held for the County of 

Mercer, at the Courthouse thereof, on May 13, 2025. 

 Present:  Bill Archer,                       President. 

 Present:  Greg Puckett,                   Commissioner. 

 Present:  Brian Blankenship,            Commissioner. 

BEFORE THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF MERCER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 
IN RE: BETSY ANN HOLMES, DECEASED. 
  

O-R-D-E-R 

On the 13thth day of May, 2025, before the Mercer County Commission, came the matter 

of the Estate of Betsy Ann Holmes, deceased, upon motion of Daniel Farmer, Executor, requesting 

that a copy of the Last Will and Testament of said estate be accepted for recordation.     

  After discussion and review of this matter by the Commission, upon proper motion and 

second, and it appearing proper to do so, the Commission ORDERS that the copy of the Last Will 

and Testament of Betsy Ann Homes, deceased, be admitted to record.     

 All of which was accordingly ADJUDGED and ORDERED.  The Clerk of this 

Commission is DIRECTED to take whatever actions he deems necessary to effectuate this Order.  

Dated this the 13thth day of May, 2025.  

       ENTER:  

                  ____________________________ 
                                                                         BILL ARCHER, PRESIDENT 
       MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 _____________________________                    
VERLIN T. MOYE, CLERK 
MERCER COUNTY CLERK 
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 RE: ESTATE – JERRY JENNINGS 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to remove the current Administrator, Jerry 

Jennings Jr. and Kristi Smith be appointed as Administratrix D.B.N. over the estate of Jerry 

Jennings (Deceased). 

 

WEST VIRGINIA: 

 At an adjourned session of the County Commission continued and held for the County of 

Mercer, at the Courthouse thereof, on May 13, 2025. 

 Present:  Bill Archer,                       President. 

 Present:  Greg Puckett,                   Commissioner. 

 Present:  Brian Blankenship,            Commissioner. 

BEFORE THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF MERCER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 
IN RE: JERRY JENNINGS, DECEASED. 
 

O-R-D-E-R 

On the 13th day of May, 2025, before the Mercer County Commission, came the matter of 

the Estate of Jerry Jennings, deceased, upon petition of Kristi Smith, requesting that the current 

Administrator, Jerry Jennings, Jr., be removed for failure to complete his duties regarding the 

administration of the estate as required by law, and that she be appointed as Administratrix D.B.N. 

of said estate in his place. 

  After a discussion and review of this matter by the Commission, upon proper motion and 

second, and it appearing proper to do so, the Commission ORDERS that Kristi Smith, be 

appointed as Administratrix D.B.N., of the estate of Jerry Jennings, deceased, and the personal 

representative, Jerry Jennings, Jr., be removed.  

 All of which was accordingly ADJUDGED and ORDERED.  The Clerk of this 

Commission is DIRECTED to take whatever actions he deems necessary to effectuate this Order.  

Dated this the 13th day of May, 2025. 

       ENTER: 

        ____________________________ 

                                                                          BILL ARCHER, PRESIDENT 
       MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 _____________________________                    
VERLIN T. MOYE, CLERK 
MERCER COUNTY CLERK 
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 RE: ESTATE – ALICE FAY LUSK 

This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to accept a copy of the Last Will and 

Testament of said estate for recordation. 

 

 

WEST VIRGINIA: 

 At an adjourned session of the County Commission continued and held for the County of 

Mercer, at the Courthouse thereof, on May 13, 2025. 

 Present:  Bill Archer,                       President. 

 Present:  Greg Puckett,                   Commissioner. 

 Present:  Brian Blankenship,            Commissioner. 

BEFORE THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF MERCER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 
IN RE: ALICE FAYE LUSK, DECEASED. 
  

O-R-D-E-R 

On the 13thth day of May, 2025, before the Mercer County Commission, came the matter 

of the Estate of Alice Faye Lusk, deceased, upon motion of Bryan E. Lusk, Executor, requesting 

that a copy of the Last Will and Testament of said estate be accepted for recordation.     

  After discussion and review of this matter by the Commission, upon proper motion and 

second, and it appearing proper to do so, the Commission ORDERS that the copy of the Last Will 

and Testament of Alice Faye Lusk, deceased, be admitted to record.     

 All of which was accordingly ADJUDGED and ORDERED.  The Clerk of this 

Commission is DIRECTED to take whatever actions he deems necessary to effectuate this Order.  

Dated this the 13thth day of May, 2025.  

       ENTER: 

                  ____________________________ 
                                                                         BILL ARCHER, PRESIDENT 
       MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 _____________________________                    
VERLIN T. MOYE, CLERK 
MERCER COUNTY CLERK 
 

 

 

 



175 
 

 RE: ESTATE – RONALD RICHARD WILLIAMS 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to accept a copy of the Last Will and 

Testament of said estate for recordation. 

 

WEST VIRGINIA: 

 At an adjourned session of the County Commission continued and held for the County of 

Mercer, at the Courthouse thereof, on May 13, 2025. 

 Present:  Bill Archer,                       President. 

 Present:  Greg Puckett,                   Commissioner. 

 Present:  Brian Blankenship,            Commissioner. 

BEFORE THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF MERCER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 
IN RE: RONALD RICHARD WILLIAMS, DECEASED. 
  

O-R-D-E-R 

On the 13thth day of May, 2025, before the Mercer County Commission, came the matter 

of the Estate of Ronald Richard Williams, deceased, upon motion of Rubena R. Williams, 

Executrix, requesting that a copy of the Last Will and Testament of said estate be accepted for 

recordation.     

  After discussion and review of this matter by the Commission, upon proper motion and 

second, and it appearing proper to do so, the Commission ORDERS that the copy of the Last Will 

and Testament of Ronald Richard Williams, deceased, be admitted to record.     

 All of which was accordingly ADJUDGED and ORDERED.  The Clerk of this 

Commission is DIRECTED to take whatever actions he deems necessary to effectuate this Order.  

Dated this the 13thth day of May, 2025.  

       ENTER:  

 

                  ____________________________ 
                                                                         BILL ARCHER, PRESIDENT 
       MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 _____________________________                    
VERLIN T. MOYE, CLERK 
MERCER COUNTY CLERK 
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 RE: FUNDING REQUEST – MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 

This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the funding request from the 

Mercer County Sheriff’s Department. Funding up to $20,000 (from now until December 31) will 

be used to create a position for a lawyer to Administer Estates. Alan Christian, Sheriff. Funding 

will be taken from Budget Stabilization. 

 

RE: FUNDING REQUEST – FRIENDS OF PINNACLE ROCK, INC – FISHING 

RODEO 

This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the funding request from the 

Friends of Pinnacle Rock, Inc. Funding in the amount of $500 will be taken from Video/Lottery 

and used for the Annual Fishing Rodeo – June 7, 2025 prizes. Skip Crane, Chairman, Josh Parks. 

 

RE: FUNDING REQUEST – GLENWOOD RECREATION PARK – WALLACE 

WIRING – SHELTER 5 & 6 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the funding request from 

Glenwood Recreation Park. Funding in the amount of $7,775 will be taken from Hotel/Motel for 

upgrades to Shelter #5. Funding in the amount of $7,175 will be taken from Hotel/Motel for 

upgrades to Shelter #6. Total of $14,950. 

 

RE: FUNDING REQUEST – LASHMEET PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT – 

NUBBINS RIDGE WATER PROJECT 

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the funding request from 

Lashmeet Public Service District. Funding in the amount of $30,000 will be taken from Coal 

Reallocation and used for testing and data. Mickey Hurst, Chairman, Stacy Fowler, Project 

Engineer. 
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 DISCUSSION 

 Mercer County Opioid Task Force – Receiving applications for task force 
 Mercer County War Museum – Veterans Museum – Needs to update wiring for new sign, 

needs room to expand 
 Glenwood Recreation Park – Dedication of facilities moved to June 22, 2025 
 Brush Creek Sited 14 & 15 – Starting with Site 15 Dan Hale Reservoir first, Lake 

Contour Restoration 
 

 PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 Don Schillingburg – Resident of Halls Ridge Road – ATV Riders are riding at high 
speeds on road causing a nuisance and unsafe environment. Speed limit signs have been 
removed. Requests the Commission’s help to resolve problem. Commission informed 
him the DOH must be the ones to replace signs.  

 
 
 

RE: INVOICES, SETTLEMENTS, EXONERATIONS & APPROVED ESTATES 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the following Invoices, 

Settlement and Exonerations.    

 

 

EAN Holding – Ticket #300000575 – Personal Property 2024 – 02 Beaver Pond – Property 

should have been assessed in Beaver Pond, changing district – Assessment is $335,876 

Amount of Exoneration - $1,679.38 

 

Blevins, Bobby – Ticket #10989 – Map 16 Parcel 50 Class 4 – Real Estate 2024 – 03 Bluefield – 

Lot 58 Sec 376 N Powell – Property over assessed, city wanted to condemn, home owner is 

going to salvage – Assessment is $12,540 should be $6,270 

Amount of Exoneration - $173.93 

 

Marcum Holley, Nancy J – Ticket #19129 – 04 Bramwell – Map 5 Parcel 47 – Real Estate 

2024 – 75-76 Pt 74 Renova St – Property assesses for $56,100 class 4, should be assessed for 

$56,100 class 2. Exoneration recommended to correct. 

Amount of Exoneration - $765.43 
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Muzzleman, C A – Ticket #24027 – 05 East River – Map 25 Parcel 66 – Real Estate 2024 – 

4.36 Ac Halls Ridge Rd – Property was sold to state & deeded to new owner, taxes should not 

have been collected on 5-25-65.8 for TY 23 & 24. Assessment is $125,040, should be $118,750 

Amount of Exoneration - $71.38 

 

Sirois, Timothy A. – Ticket #311620 – Map 311620 - 09 Plymouth – Personal Property MH 

2020, 2021, 2022 & 2023 – Mobile home was double assessed – on real estate and personal 

property and paid for four years. Exoneration recommended to correct  

Amount of Exoneration - $1,730.52 

 

Moshier, Robert & Amanda Harris – Ticket #31923 – 09 Plymouth – Map 11 Parcel 22 – Real 

Estate 2024 - 021Ac (Pt Pcl D) Nr Speedway – Mobile home assessed on the incorrect parcel – 

Assessment is $100,020 should be $720 

Amount of Exoneration - $1,126.86 

 

Meadows, Mark K Sr – Ticket #42061 – 11 Rock – Map 24 Parcel 23.6001 – Real Estate 2024 

Pt 1.20 Ac Rich Ck County Court Split – Building value was over assessed received Certified 

Appraisal – Assessment is $270,080 should be $235,230 

Amount of Exoneration - $395.48 

 

 

PETITION FOR CANCELLATION OF ERONEOUS CHARGES 

Tax Year 2023 

District 02 Beaver Pond 

Ticket # Name of Taxpayer  Reason     Amount 

301639 Gold & Blue Rentals LLC Out of business 07/01/2022  $   555.56 

 

Tax Year 2023 

District 03 Bluefield 

Ticket # Name of Taxpayer  Reason     Amount 

304569 Blue Sky 5 LLC  Out of business 7/1/2022  $   70.02 
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Tax Year 2023 

District 05 East River 

Ticket # Name of Taxpayer  Reason     Amount 

306357 Jacob Blankenship  Deceased    $   282.30 

 

Tax Year 2021 

District 11 Rock  

Ticket # Name of Taxpayer  Reason     Amount 

1100001560 Jason L. Grose   Filed Bankruptcy   $   226.00 

 

Tax Year 2024 

District 02 Beaver Pond 

Ticket # Name of Taxpayer  Reason     Amount 

301345 Eller’s Coin OP Laundry Not in business 7/1/2023  $604.40 

 

Tax Year 2024 

District 03 Bluefield 

Ticket # Name of Taxpayer  Reason     Amount 

300000070 EAN Holdings LLC  Error on supplement   $   9302.34 

 

Tax Year 2024 

District 05 East River 

Ticket # Name of Taxpayer  Reason     Amount 

306396 Jacob Blankenship  Deceased    $   281.76 

308824 Jerry G Rowe   Error on supplement   $   89.82 

500000175 Jeff Hollifield   Error on supplement   $   1114.22 

309637 Candice Williams  Double assessed on MH  $   147.76 

500000175 Robert L Pitzer  Double assessed on MH  $   390.96 

 

Tax Year 2024 

District 09 Plymouth 

Ticket # Name of Taxpayer  Reason     Amount 

311015 Tomothy A. Sirois  Double assessed on MH  $   442.58 

900000192 Robert White   Error in supplement   $   576.00 
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This day the following accounts were presented against the County of Mercer, and the 

Commission having examined each and all of them, doth allow payment from the different 

accounts, check numbers listed below: 

 

 
CHECKS – MARCH 2025   

GENERAL COUNTY                                    -Check #80882 – 80987       Voided #80922 

COAL SEVERANCE    -Check #4580 - 4598 

MAGISTRATE COURT   -Check #5393 

EMERGENCY 911    -Check #4302 

HOME CONFINEMENT   -Check #2712 - 2715            

HOTEL MOTEL    -Check #4956 - 4969            

COURTHOUSE EQUIPMENT  -Check #963 - 965   

COURTHOUSE ANNEX   -Check #2081 - 2089     

VIDEO LOTTERY    -Check #1697 - 1701 

HOTEL MOTEL RESERVE   -Check #1019-1020  

COAL REALLOCATION   -Check #1080 - 1082 

OPIOID SETTLEMENT   -Check #1005 - 1008 

MCDRC FEES    -Check #6321 – 6340 

ASSESSOR REAPPRAISAL   -Check #7114 – 7129   

FINANCIAL STABILIZATION  -Check #1079 - 1080 

LACTF     -Check #1010 - 1011 

DEPUTY SHERIFF RETIREMENT  -Check #342   

 

 

 

 

It is ordered that this Commission be and is hereby adjourned until May 27, 2025.  

            

    _____________________________________President  

     Bill Archer 
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MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING-TUESDAY, MAY 27, 2025 –3:30 P.M.  
 
AGENDA:                              OPEN WITH PRAYER 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
 
APPOINTMENTS/REAPPOINTMENTS  
OATHS OF OFFICE:    Mercer County Sheriff’s Department  
      Oath of Office-Heather Mitchell 
      Animal Control Officer (As Needed Basis)   
 
RESOLUTIONS/RECOGNITION  Freedom Flag Essay Contest Winners 
      Madison Lawson-Bluefield High School  
      Andrew Farley-Pikeview High School 
      Freedom Flag Art Contest Winners 
      Allyson Miller-Bluefield High School  
      Sofia Castor-Princeton High School 
      Bill Archer, Commissioner  
      Dayton Meadows  
 

Mercer County Sheriff’s Department  
Governor’s Highway Safety Program   
Award – Captain Adam Ballard 
Alan Christian, Sheriff 

      
    

CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS  FY 2025 Budget Revision #3  
      General County  
      Verlin Moye, County Clerk 
 

Mercer County Office of Emergency   
Management - Mutual Aid Agreements  
Keith Gunnoe, OEM Director  

 
Mercer County Sheriff’s Department  
Kanawha Stone-Hold Harmless Agreement  
Alan Christian, Sheriff 

    
FUNDING REQUESTS:   Mercer County Tax Office  
      Software Systems, Inc.  
      Processing Fees & Postage  
      For Tax Statements  
      Alan Christian, Sheriff 
 

Mercer County Day Report Center  
Harvey & Coburn Construction Proposal to 
Remodel Basement/Install Ridge Vents  
Michelle Stewart, Director  

  
DISCUSSION:     Child Protect/Starting Point  
      Tonya Milam/LaDeana Morgan  
 

Mercer County Sheriff’s Department 
Pawn Shop Ordinance  
Steven Sommers, Captain   

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:         
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FORMAL HEARINGS DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES 
Lori Mills, Dilapidated Structures Officer  

 
 
354 Goodwill Hollow Rd    Thomas Shrader   House   Map 50 Parcel 92 
 
372 Goodwill Hollow Rd    Thomas Shrader   House    Map 50 Parcel 92 
 
3516 Red Sulphur Turnpike    Jamie Kidd/Josh Cox   House    Map 18, Parcel 45.7 
 
505 Church Hollow     Colonna Properties   House    Map 1, Parcel 97 
 
511 Church Hollow     Brian Gentry    House    Map 1, Parcel 96 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RE: WEST VIRGINIA: 

 At a Regular Session of the County Commission, held for the County of Mercer, at the 

Courthouse thereof, on Tuesday May 27, 2025. 

            Present:   Bill Archer    President 

Present:    Greg Puckett   Commissioner 

Present:   Brian Blankenship  Commissioner 
 
 
 
 

RE: EMPLOYMENT & OATH OF OFFICE – HEATHER MITCHELL – MERCER 

COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE – ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Employment & Oath of 

Office for Heather Mitchell to serve as Animal Control Officer (As Needed Basis) for the Mercer 

County Sheriff’s Department. 

 

 RE:    RECOGNITION – FREEDOM FLAG ESSAY AND ART CONTEST WINNERS 

 Freedom Flag Essay Contest Winners: 
 Madison Lawson – Bluefield High School 
 Andrew Farley – Pikeview High School 

 Freedom Flag Art Contest Winners: 
 Allyson Miller – Bluefield High School 
 Sofia Castor – Princeton High School 
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RE: RECOGNITION – MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT – 

GOVERNOR’S HIGHWAY SAFETY PROGRAM AWARD 

CAPTAIN ADAM BALLARD 

 The Mercer County Sheriff’s Department was recently recognized for its citation 

reporting improvements by being presented the Governor’s Highway Safety Program Award. 

 

 RE: FY 2025 BUDGET REVISION # 3  

 Covered in May 13th meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



184 
 

RE: AGREEMENTS – MUTUAL AID AGREEMENTS - MERCER COUNTY 

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Mutual Aid Agreement 

between Mercer County Office of Emergency Management and the Mc Dowell County Office of 

Emergency Management.  
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RE: AGREEMENTS – MUTUAL AID AGREEMENTS - MERCER COUNTY 

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Mutual Aid Agreement 

between Mercer County Office of Emergency Management and the Summers County office of 

Emergency Management.  
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RE: AGREEMENTS – MUTUAL AID AGREEMENTS - MERCER COUNTY 

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Mutual Aid Agreement 

between Mercer County Office of Emergency Management and the Wyoming County office of 

Emergency Management.  
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RE: AGREEMENTS – MUTUAL AID AGREEMENTS - MERCER COUNTY 

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Mutual Aid Agreement  

by and among the fire departments operating within Mercer County, West Virginia. 
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RE: AGREEMENT – MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT – HOLD 

HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Hold Harmless Agreement 

the Kanawha Stone Company, Inc., the West Virginia Division of Highways, the Mercer County 

Sheriff’s Department and the Mercer County Commission. The Mercer County Sheriff’s 

Department will utilize abandoned building for law enforcement training purposes. 
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RE: FUNDING REQUEST – MERCER COUNTY TAX OFFICE – SOFTWARE 

SYSTEMS, INC. 

This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the funding request from the 

Mercer County Tax Office. Funding in the amount of $38,435.22 will be taken from Budget 

Stabilization. Funding will be paid to Software Systems, Inc for the processing fees and postage 

of tax statements. 

 

 RE: FUNDING REQUEST – MERCER COUNTY DAY REPORT CENTER 

 This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship,  

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the funding request from the 

Mercer County Day Report Center. Funding in the amount of $100,000 will be taken from the 

Opioid Funds to get started on the remodel of the basement of the Mercer County Day Report 

Building. Topic for more funding to be brought back up at a later date. (Remodel of the 

basement - estimated cost $300,000) 

 

 DISCUSSION: 

 Child Protect/Starting Point – Traffic on Shaker Lane (Princeton) speeding, wants to put 
speed bump onto road – Greg Puckett – can get ahold of someone at the Department of 
Highways to discuss options 

 Mercer County Sheriff’s Department – Pawn Shop Ordinance – Steven Sommers 
 

 

 

FORMAL HEARINGS DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES 

  

RE: DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES – THOMAS SHRADER – 354 GOODWILL 

HOLLOW RD 

This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to issue a 30-day continuance for the house 

owned by Thomas Shrader located at 354 Goodwill Hollow Rd, Map 50 Parcel 92. 
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RE: DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES – THOMAS SHRADER – 372 GOODWILL 

HOLLOW RD 

This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to issue a 30-day continuance for the house 

owned by Thomas Shrader located at 372 Goodwill Hollow Rd, Map 50 Parcel 92. 

 

RE: DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES – JAMIE KIDD/JOSH COX – 3516 RED 

SULPHUR TURNPIKE  

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to issue a Standard Order of Demolition (60 

days) for the house owned by Jamie Kidd and Josh Cox located at 3516 Red Sulphur Turnpike, 

Map 18, Parcel 45.7. 

 

RE: DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES – COLONNA PROPERTIES – 505 CHURCH 

HOLLOW 

This day on motion of Brian Blankenship, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to issue a Standard Order of Demolition for 

the house owned by Colonna Properties located at 505 Church Hollow, Map 1, Parcel 96. 

 

RE: DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES – BRIAN GENTRY – 511 CHURCH 

HOLLOW 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Brian Blankenship, 

Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to issue a Standard Order of Demolition for 

the house owned by Brian Gentry located at 511 Church Hollow, Map 1, Parcel 96. 

 

 

It is ordered that this Commission be and is hereby adjourned until May 27, 2025.  

            

    _____________________________________President  

     Bill Archer 
 

 

 


